
 

 

Record of Officer Decision 
 

Parliamentary Polling District Review - Launch of Consultation 
 
 

Decision Taker and Date Decision Taken: 
 
Chief Executive on 13 August 2024 
 
Summary of Matter or Issue Requiring Decision: 
 
Under the Representation of the People Act 1983, the Council has a duty to divide its area into 
polling districts and to designate a polling place for each district.  
 

 “Polling districts” are geographical electoral areas into which wards and constituencies 

may be sub-divided.  

 “Polling places” are the buildings or areas designated by the council where electors in a 

polling district go to vote in person.  In Torbay and South Devon constituencies the 

polling places are the same areas as the polling districts. 

 “Polling stations” are the number of issuing desks in the building or area that is the 

designated polling place. 

The Electoral Administration Act 2006, as amended, introduced a duty on all local authorities in 
Great Britain to review their polling districts and polling places at least once every five years.  
The next compulsory review is now due and must be completed by 31 January 2025. 
 
As part of the review, the Council is required to publish a notice of the holding of a review.  Part 
of the consultation shall include consulting the (Acting) Returning Officer ((A)RO) for every 
parliamentary constituency which is wholly or partly in its area – for Torbay Council this 
includes the South Devon Constituency which is covered by the South Hams District Council 
(A)RO.  The consultation is also required to seek representations from such persons as it thinks 
have particular expertise in relation to access to premises or facilities for persons who have 
different forms of disability.  
 
The Council meeting on 5 December 2024 will consider the outcome of the consultation and 
recommendations on the proposed schedule of polling stations. 
 
Decision Taken: 
 
1. That the statutory notice for the Parliamentary Polling District Review (appended to this 

Record of Decision at Appendix 2) be displayed at Torquay Town Hall and libraries 
within Torbay and published on the Council’s website; and  

 
2.  That the Torbay Parliamentary Polling District Review consultation document (appended 

to this Record of Decision at Appendix 1), be launched for consultation on 19 August 
2024 and the consultation period to run until 25 September 2024. 

 
Summary of Reason(s) for Decision Taken: 
 
To ensure the Council is meeting its statutory requirements to undertake a Parliamentary 
Polling District Review within the compulsory timescales. 
 



 

 

 

Summary of Alternatives or Options considered and rejected and Background Papers: 
 
None. 
 
Details of any conflict of interest and dispensation granted to the Officer taking the 
decision or by any Member of the Council in delegating responsibility for any specific 
express delegation: 
 
None. 
 
Implementation: 
 
This decision will be implemented immediately. 
 
A copy of this decision and any supporting documentation considered by the Officer taking this 
decision may also be available for inspection by the public at the Council’s officers or posted 
upon payment of any copying and postage charges.  Any member of the public wishing to take 
up either of these options is asked to please ring (01803) 207087 or email 
governance.support@torbay.gov.uk  
 
 
 
Signed: _____________________________________ Date:  ___13 August 2024_____ 
 (Chief Executive) 
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